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Gravesham Joint Transportation Board

Wednesday, 14 September 2016 7.30 pm

Present:

County Councillor Bryan Sweetland (Chair)
Cllr Lesley Boycott (Vice-Chair)

Councillors: John Burden
Sara Langdale
Robin Theobald
Colin Caller (KCC)
Diane Marsh (KCC)
Narinder Singh Thandi (KCC)

Note: Cllr David Hurley was also in attendance.

Also in attendance:

Liz Jeffery Higham Parish Council
Alan Howard Higham Parish Council
Susan Lindley Shorne Parish Council

Carol Valentine Highway Manager (West)
Daniel Killian Service Manager (DSO Building Management)
Ian Baruch Parking Manager
Carlie Simmonds Committee Services Manager

31. Apologies 

An apology for absence was received from County Cllr Susan Howes.

32. Minutes 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 16 March 2016 were signed by the Chair.

33. Declaration of Interest 

No declarations of interests were made.

34. Highway Works Programme 2016/17 

The Board received a report which identified the schemes that had been approved for 
construction by Kent County Council (KCC) in 2016/17. An update on the Combined 
Member Grant Program was also provided within the report.

Cllr Robin Theobald requested that The Street in Shorne be considered for surface dressing 
as it had been the subject of a large number of patch repairs. 
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35. Kent County Council Local Transport Plan 4: Delivering Growth without 
Gridlock (2016 2031) (Consultation Draft) 

The Board was advised that Kent County Council (KCC) has a statutory duty to have a Local 
Transport Plan (LTP) and that the current LTP3 (2011-16) needs to be replaced. 

The report introduced the draft LTP4 (2016-31). It incorporates a refresh of Growth without 
Gridlock (Kent’s Transport Delivery Plan) and will be aligned with the Kent and Medway 
Growth and Infrastructure Framework (GIF) and the South East Local Enterprise 
Partnership’s (SELEP) Strategic Economic Plan (SEP). In addition, transport strategies that 
support districts’ Local Plans should have regard for the policies and priorities within LTP4. 
The LTP4 sets out nationally important strategic priorities (such as a new Lower Thames 
Crossing and a solution to Operation Stack), countywide priorities and priority transport 
schemes in each district. The local priorities pages for each district had been developed 
through close working with the district/borough Councils. Kent-wide priorities (such as road 
safety, highway maintenance, and the policy on aviation) are also prominent in the LTP, as 
is an explanation of funding sources and how LTP4 will be used as a basis to bid for future 
funding streams and investment.

The Chair advised that the draft LTP4 was currently undergoing a statutory 12-week public 
consultation and invited the Board to submit any comments. 

The Board expressed its opposition to the Lower Thames Crossing (LTC) east of Gravesend 
and expressed concern that the map contained with the report was entitled ‘Gravesham’s 
Transport Priorities’ and included reference to the LTC east of Gravesend which, to 
residents of the borough, implies that they are priorities of, or priorities supported by, the 
Borough Council which is not the case. 

Resolved that the Board’s opposition to the Lower Thames Crossing (LTC) east of 
Gravesend be resubmitted to Kent County Council (KCC) as part of the consultation 
and that KCC be requested to remove reference to the LTC east of Gravesend from 
the map or the heading of the map be changed from ‘Gravesham’s Transport 
Priorities’ to ‘KCC’s Transport Priorities for Gravesham’.

36. 455 bus service (Singlewell) - Complaints have been received from 
constituents regarding its erratic service - Request by Councillor Halpin 

The Chair advised that this item had been placed on the agenda by Cllr Rob Halpin due to 
complaints he had received from constituents regarding the erratic service of the 455 bus 
service (Singlewell).

The Chair advised that KCC had no contractual control over the 455 bus service provided by 
Arriva but requested that the Highway Manager (West) reports it to KCC’s Bus Team so that 
it can be raised with Arriva.

Resolved that the erratic service of the 455 bus service (Singlewell) be reported to 
Kent County Council’s Bus Team so that it can be raised with Arriva.
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37. Petition against speeding and request for traffic calming measures on Leander 
Drive, Riverview Park - Request by Councillors Hurley and Lambert 

The Chair advised that a petition, signed by over 75 residents, had been received against 
speeding and requesting traffic calming measures on Leander Drive, Riverview Park.

The Highway Manager (West) advised that as there was no firm evidence to suggest that 
traffic calming measures were needed in this road, it would be unlikely to receive priority 
funding. 

County Cllrs Caller and Marsh advised that they would be willing to use their Member Grant 
to fund traffic/speed monitoring in this road. 

The Board acknowledged the petition and agreed that it be submitted to KCC’s Cabinet 
Member for Environment and Transport for further consideration.

Resolved that the petition be submitted to Kent County Council’s Cabinet Member 
for Environment and Transport for further consideration.

Note: Cllr David Hurley spoke with leave of the Chair on this item.

38. The reinstatement of the street lighting on the Gravesend Road in Shorne - 
Request by Councillor Theobald 

Cllr Robin Theobald advised that the lighting on the Gravesend Road in Shorne had now 
been reinstated.

The Highway Manager (West) advised that Gravesham’s residential street lights were 
currently being converted to Light Emitting Diode (LED) technology and will be completed by 
the end of September 2016. 

39. The extension of the 30mph speed restriction in Forge Lane and Pear Tree 
Lane - Request by Councillor Theobald 

Cllr Robin Theobald, on behalf of local residents and Shorne Parish Council, requested the 
extension of the 30mph speed restriction in Forge Lane and Pear Tree Lane to coincide with 
the Gravesend Road. 

Susan Lindley of Shorne Parish Council advised that the request had previously been 
submitted to KCC who replied with its standard letter advising that there was no firm 
evidence to support the extension of the 30mph speed restriction. 

The Highway Manager (West) advised that due to there being no firm evidence, it would be 
unlikely to receive priority funding. 

The Board acknowledged that only minor works would be required to make the change and 
requested that it be reconsidered by KCC. 

Cllr Robin Theobald advised that if funding was preventing the works from being undertaken 
then the Parish Council may consider contributing towards the cost.
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Resolved that Kent County Council’s reconsiders the extension of the 30mph speed 
restriction in Forge Lane and Pear Tree Lane.

Note: Susan Lindley, Shorne Parish Council, spoke under the terms of the agreement.

40. Re-surfacing the carriageway of The Street in Shorne. Recently the subject of a 
large number of patch repairs - Request by Councillor Theobald 

Please refer to Minute 34.

41. Update on the parking solution being identified for the 20 staff at Northfleet 
Nursery School 

Further to minute 28 (16.03.2016), the Service Manager (DSO Building Management) 
advised that discussions had taken place with the Headteacher, Chair of Governors and the 
Leader of the Council to agree a way forward on a parking solution for the 20 staff at 
Northfleet Nursery School. 

The Leader of the Council considered that, as an Educational Establishment, the school 
could be exempted from the plans and therefore staff working at the Nursery would be 
eligible to purchase a permit to park at set times. Permits were therefore issued, for £30 per 
year with the following restrictions:-

 Staff must apply and supply proof of employment at the Nursery and proof they own 
or lease the vehicle for which they are applying. If they do not own the vehicle, they 
must still supply the vehicle registration document to show who the vehicle belongs 
to and insurance certificate to show they are insured to use the vehicle.

 The permit will be registration specific and therefore not transferable from one vehicle 
to another.

 Only one permit per eligible employee will be issued.
 Permits will only be valid for use Monday to Friday, 8am to 6.30pm, in school term 

time only.
 If a permit is lost, or needs to be replaced due to a change of vehicle registration, £5 

will be payable.
 If a member of staff uses more than one vehicle, they will need to purchase visitor 

permits to cover the other vehicle when used.
 Permits are to be renewed on an annual basis, the onus of which is with the permit 

holder.

The scheme was implemented on 11 July 2016 and to date, 10 permits had been issued.

The Board requested that a progress report be submitted to a future meeting of the Board on 
the works that have been undertaken to date in the vicinity of this area. Concern was 
expressed that although a large amount of work had been undertaken, there continued to be 
ongoing issues particularly the danger caused to pedestrians when using the parking bays 
on London Road which are located opposite the shopping parade.  

Resolved that a progress report be submitted to a future meeting of the Board on 
the works that have been undertaken to date in the vicinity of this area. 
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42. Update on Harmer Street/Milton Road 

The Chair advised that there continued to be ongoing issues within this area which is now 
resulting in a high volume of complaints being received from local businesses and residents. 

The Service Manager (DSO Building Management) advised that GBC had now established a 
working group to assist with resolving the issues in the area and that one of the main issues 
recently was the high volume of complaints received regarding the highways works being 
undertaken. 

The Highway Manager (West) advised that the works (which were essential) were being 
undertaken by a utility company and that KCC had no control/involvement with the works, 
closure of roads etc. 

The Board expressed its dissatisfaction regarding the management of the works and agreed 
that there needs to be better communication between utility companies undertaking the 
works, KCC and GBC. 

The Highway Manager (West) advised that she would notify the relevant Team at KCC of the 
Board’s dissatisfaction so that it can be raised at the next utility meeting so that lessons can 
be learnt. 

The Board agreed that it would be useful for a report to be submitted to the next meeting of 
the Board detailing a list of the lessons learnt.  

Resolved that a report be submitted to the next meeting of the Board detailing a list 
of the lessons learnt further to the recent highways work undertaken in this area by a 
utility company.  

Close of meeting 

The meeting ended at 8.37pm.


