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Regulatory Board (Planning)

Wednesday, 16 May 2018 7.00 pm

Present:

Cllr Michael Wenban (Chair)
Cllr Robin Theobald (Vice-Chair)

Councillors: John Burden
Lee Croxton
John Knight
Bronwen McGarrity
Lauren Sullivan
Derek Shelbrooke
Steve Thompson

Note: Councillors: Gurdip Ram Bungar, Sara Langdale, Shane Mochrie-Cox and Alan 
Ridgers were also in attendance

Laura Caiels Lawyer (Place) Medway Council
Wendy Lane Assistant Director (Planning)
Christopher Butler Planning Manager (Development Management)
Peter Price Principal Planner
William Fletcher Planning Assistant
Lauren Wallis Committee Services Officer (minutes)

73. Apologies for absence 

An apology for absence was received from Cllr Brian Sangha and Cllr Steve Thompson 
attended as his substitute.

74. To sign the Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 April 2018 were signed by the Chair.

75. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest.

76. To consider whether any items in Part A of the Agenda should be 
considered in private or the items in Part B (if any) in Public 

None.
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77. Planning applications for determination by the Board 

77.1 20160721 - Land South of Coldharbour Road, Northfleet 

The Board considered an outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of 
offices, workshops and light industrial units with associated car parking, servicing and 
landscaping, with alterations to vehicular access.

The Principal Planner drew Members’ attention to the supplementary report and advised that 
the application was for a proposed enterprise centre for small businesses which would result 
in 200 plus employment opportunities. 

Members raised the following concerns:

 With regard to the proposed B1 use clause, it was requested that the wording of 
conditions ensures that future conversion to residential use was not possible as 
permitted development.

 Additional traffic congestion to the roads in the area caused by the development of 
this site and the need for an alleviation scheme.

 The requirement to future proof the future needs to electric vehicle charging points.
 The Board would like to see construction on this site started as quickly as possible is 

permission were to be granted.
 The need for retention, replacement and additional landscaping and planting for 

environmental and aesthetic reasons,
 That the construction noise and additional traffic as a result of the development might 

cause disturbance to the Hospice nearby.

Resolved that application 20160721 be DELEGATED to the Planning Manager, 
Development Management, in consultation with the Chair, for the issue of 
outline planning PERMISSION subject to:

(a) minor amendments to the planning conditions to take account of the 
concerns of the Regulatory Board (Planning);

(b) Reasons and informatives as set out in the report; and
(c) to the completion of the legal agreement under s106 of the Town and 

Country Planning Act 1990 to secure a financial contribution of £50,000 
to be used either by the County Council, as the Local Highway 
Authority, towards sustainable transport measures in the vicinity of the 
site, or for the Borough Council to make the money available to 
Highways England as a pooled contribution to work to improve the free 
flow of traffic at the A2/Wrotham Road junction, as such as agreement to 
be completed within 6 months of the date of the meeting of the Board, 
unless an alternative period is agreed in consultation with the Chair and 
the Shadow Chair of the Board. 

Note: (a) Mr Paul Keywood (a supporter) addressed the Board.
(b) Mr Peter Boam (a supporter) addressed the Board.
(c) Cllr Sara Langdale spoke with the leave of the Chair.
(d) Cllr Shane Mochrie-Cox spoke with the leave of the Chair.
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77.2 20171120 - Units 9 And 10, May Avenue, Northfleet  

The Chair advised the Board that application 2171120 had been WITHDRAWN from the 
agenda.

77.3 20171383 - J Sainsbury PLC, Wingfield Bank, Northfleet  

The Board considered an amended application for the variation of Condition 8 (store opening 
hours) of the original grant of planning permission under reference 20100898 for the 
extended retail store, and as subsequently amended, to allow the store to be open to 
customers both earlier and later on weekdays and Saturdays such that the customer 
opening hours would therefore be 07:00 to 23:00 hours from Monday to Saturday and 10:00 
to 16:00 on Sundays. The opening hours for the petrol station, the home delivery service and 
the service yard were not included in this application and would therefore remain the same 
as currently permitted in the existing planning conditions.

Resolved that application 20171383 be REFUSED and delegated authority be 
given to the Chair in consultation with Planning Manager, Development 
Management, to agree the reasons for refusal which should include that the 
alteration to hours would be detrimental to the amenity of residents in terms of 
noise from customers travelling to and from the site and light pollution from 
the premises and its carpark.

Note: (a) Ms Rachel Robinson (a supporter) addressed the Board.
(b) Mr Colin Meredith (an objector) addressed the Board.

77.4 20180060 - 9 Windsor Road, Gravesend (report herewith) 

The Board considered an revised application for retention and continued use of the 
outbuilding in the rear garden for business use (Class B1(a) – office) on a permanent basis.

The Planning Assistant advised the Board of an error contained within the report which 
stated that a temporary planning permission had been granted in 2016 for three years when 
in fact the temporary permission expired on 22 December 2017. 

Resolved that application 20180060 be deferred for a site visit in order to 
assess the impact of the outbuilding and in particular:

 Impact of the outbuilding on neighbouring properties
 Impact from traffic generation and on-street parking in Windsor Road 

from staff and visitors to the outbuilding
 Side and rear ccess to the site
 The bulk, scale and siting of the outbuilding in relation to neighbouring 

properties.

Note: (a) Ms Natalie Spiers (an objector) addressed the Board.
(b) Ms Susan Fraser (an objector) addressed the Board.
(c) Cllr Sara Langdale spoke with the leave of the Chair on this item.
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78. Appointment of Appeals Sub-Committee 

The Board considered the wishes of the political groups in relation to the appointment of 
members to an Appeals Sub-Committee.

Resolved that an Appeals Sub-Committee be appointed as shown below:

Conservative Labour

Cllr David Turner (Chair)
Cllr William Lambert (Vice-Chair)

Cllr Colin Caller
Cllr Lyn Milner

79. Appointment of Hackney Carriage Sub-Committee 

The Board considered the wishes of the political groups in relation to the appointment of 
members to a Hackney Carriage Sub-Committee.

Resolved that a Hackney Carriage Sub-Committee be appointed as shown 
below:

Conservative Labour

Cllr Michael Wenban (Chair)
Cllr Sandra Garside (Vice-Chair)

Cllr John Burden
Cllr John Loughlin

80. Planning applications determined under delegated powers by the 
Director (Housing & Regeneration) 

A schedule showing applications determined by the Director (Housing & Regeneration) 
under delegated powers has been published on the Council’s website.

81. Any other business which by reason of special circumstances the Chair 
is of the opinion should be considered as a matter of urgency. 

None.

Close of meeting 

The meeting ended at 10.00 pm


